
The Gasshozukuri style of building has been used since ancient 
times in Gifu prefecture.  The architecture is perfect for farmers 
with large families living in areas which see heavy snowfall.  
There are many layers in the roof, which are also used for in the 
silkworm culture industry that flourishes in the area.  Nails are 
not used in this building style; instead, the pillars and 
crossbeams are tied together with ropes.  In 1995 the villages of 
Shirakawago and Gokayama were registered as international 
cultural assets.

Print out these pages.  Cut out all the parts, and fold along the mountain 
and valley fold lines.
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Glue corners together.

First build the STRAW ROOF, 
then glue to the GABLE.

Glue together.

Glue together.

1. Build the GROUND and FLOOR

2. Build the ROOF TRUSS

4. Put it all together
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Glue to the bottom 
of GROUND, 
near the center.

Fold inward and glue together.
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2 Glue the insides of the FLOOR OF THIRD LEVEL together.

Glue the FLOOR OF THIRD LEVEL to the INNER ROOF.

Glue the ROOF TRUSS 2 (INNER ROOF) to the bottom
of the ROOF TRUSS 1.

1
2

Glue the FLOOR OF SECOND 
LEVEL to the WALLS. Glue the WALLS 

together.

Glue these areas to the 
bottom of the FLOOR 
of SECOND LEVEL.

Fold the glue tabs 
outward and glue 
the insides of the 
wall together.

Fold the wall to form 
a right angle.

Glue together as shown 
in the illustration.
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the FLOOR OF SECOND LEVEL

Glue other side to bottom of the FLOOR OF SECOND LEVEL

Glue other side to bottom of the FLOOR OF SECOND LEVEL
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maya 
(stable)

niwa 
(kitchen)
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